
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Victor ia Mar ine Habitat Mapping 
 

Deakin University – Glenelg Hopkins CMA - MCCN  - Coastal CRC 

Deakin University – Coastal CRC – Glenelg Hopkins 
Catchment Management Author ity - Mar ine and Coastal 

Community Network 

Deakin University along with the CRC for Coastal Zone, Estuary and Waterway Management, the 
Glenelg Hopkins CMA and the Marine & Coastal Community Network have formed a partnership to 
map the benthic habitats at 14 sites across approximately 5% of Victorian State waters. 

The project is funded through the Federal Government by the Natural Heritage Trust and 
brings together expertise from universities, government agencies and private enterprise. 
We will be using hydro-acoustic sonar technologies, towed video camera and remotely operated 
vehicles to collect information on the types of substrate and bathymetry to derive habitat maps. 

The coastal fringe of Victoria encompasses rich and diverse ecosystems which support a 
range of human uses including commercial and recreational fisheries, whale watching, navigation, 
aquaculture and gas development. The Deakin lead initiative will map from the 10-metre contour 
(safe ship passage) to the three nautical mile mark for selected regions and will provide a geospatial 
framework for managing and gaining better understanding of the near-shore marine environment 
Research products will be used for management, educational and research purposes over the coming 
years.  

Left:  Deakin University research vessel, “Courageous II” .  Inset: Videoray remotely 
operated vehicle (ROV). 
Right:  Hydro-acoustic data collection, March 2005. 
 

Mapping the Coastal Regions of Victor ia Using Multi-beam 
Sonar, Remotely Operated Vehicles and Towed Video. 

This project demonstrates that much can be achieved by the willing collaboration of 
many groups with complementary skills and goals. 

 
Deakin University, Glenelg Hopkins CMA, MCCN, Coastal CRC, Fugro Survey, VPAC, 

University of Western Australia, Australian Maritime College, TAFI, National Tidal Centre, 
Victorian Coast Guard & Parks Victoria. 

 
Project Facts 

·  14 sites 
·  50,000 ha  
·  5 weeks bathymetric surveys 
·  30 days video surveys 
·  12 organisations 
·  2 survey ships and 2 video vessels 
·  24 months duration 

Contact Information 
 
 
Deakin University 
www.Deakin.edu.au 
 
Dr. Laurie Laurenson 
llauren@deakin.edu.au 
Dr Daniel Ierodiaconou 
iero@deakin.edu.au 
 
Coastal CRC 
www.coastalcrc.org.au 
Prof Des Lord 
dlord@fnas.uwa.edu.au 
 
Fugro Survey Pty Ltd. 
(Hydroacoustic Survey, Data 
Management & Positioning) 
www.fugrosurvey.com.au 
Mr Cass Castalanelli 
m.castalanelli@fugro.com.au 
 
Glenelg-Hopkins CMA 
Mr Graeme Jeffrey 
g.jeffery@ghcma.vic.gov.au 
 
MCCN 
Mr Tim Allen 
tim.allen@dse.vic.gov.au 
 

 
 

Above:  Hydrographic surveyors acquiring data  in the Pt 
Addis region 



 


